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Abstract

In august of 2006 the United States government passed
an executive order to implement electronic health
records by 2014. Since then the world of Health
Information Technology has spun into a whirlwind of
activity. Major players, including the Healthcare
Information and Management Systems Society,
Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise and the Health
Information Technology Standards Panel, have begun to
define the standards that will provide the backbone for
EHRs. These organizations first aimed to standardize
major functions of the healthcare enterprise. They have
adopted standards developed from experts and existing
IHE profiles. These would include patient care records,
medication management, radiology imaging, laboratory
results, and clinical research. Areas seen by lesser
patient populations would be secondary. Transport
medicine has taken a back burner since the whirlwind.
We aim to develop an IHE profile for Transport
Medicine based on a hybrid of enterprise architecture
methodologies. Our leading framework, The Open
Group Architecture Framework, will guide the
implementation of this IHE profile for Interfacility
Transport.

Background

On August 28" 2006 the President signed an executive
order mandating standardization of Electronic Health
Records and their interoperability among institutions.
Proactively, in the previous year, through a contract
with the US Department of Health and Human Services,
the Health Information Technology Standards Panel [1]
(HITSP) was formed. Since their inception they have
defined standards for most aspects of healthcare. This
process involved collaboration from many organizations

to develop use cases to write standards for healthcare
information technology (HIT). A major player is
Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise [2] (IHE), when it
came to interoperability. The IHE has been proactive in
improving the way computer systems in healthcare
share information. Since the IHE had already been
developing interoperability standards, many of the
HITSP documents utilized current IHE profiles. The IHE
develops profiles which are a way of providing a
common language between purchasers and vendors
discussing integration needs and capabilities of HIT
products as well as providing clear implementation
paths for communication standards supported by
industry partners that have been carefully documented,
reviewed and tested [2]. To date there is a lack of HIT
to support transport medicine and the information
shared during such interaction. While electronic
documentation is being required in all other aspects of
healthcare, the amount of time spent with patients
during transport is currently not documented and
therefore never becomes a part of the electronic health
record. This period of time could last upwards of 8-12
hours during fixed wing transports. On September 17"
we submitted a proposal to implement a new profile for
transport medicine, specifically for interfacility
transport (IFT). We are taking a hybrid approach [3] in
developing enterprise architecture (EA) to support the
IFT profile. The main EA framework we are using will be
The Open Group Architecture Framework [4] (TOGAF).
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